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necessity than from the gratitude of Henry, while
many honest Catholics, believing that by his conver-
sion he might at any moment disarm all serious
opposition, did not wish him to secure the throne
without paying the price which he already, so to
speak, held in his hand. He might be honest in
protesting that he intended no change in the estab-
lished religion of the State; but as a heretic he must
remain under the papal ban, and in a prolonged con-
test with Rome to what lengths might he not be
driven ? How painful in any case the dilemma to
his orthodox subjects ! On the other hand, if, as the
official phrase ran, he received instruction, Sixtus V.,
whose hostility to the League and Spain was no
secret, would without delay welcome him into the
bosom of the Church. The more moderate of the
King's opponents were not less desirous of his con-
version than his Catholic supporters. Villeroy, who
had left Paris, visited his friend and neighbour Du
Plessis-Mornay, and endeavoured to prove to him
the necessity that Henry IV. should conform to the
religion of the large majority of his subjects, in order
that the perishing State might be relieved from the
misery of civil war; while he pointed out to May-
enne with a frankness creditable to a man constitu-
tionally timid, that he was now entirely dependent
on Spain, and that Spain insisted upon being paid
for every soldier and every ducat by some strip of
territory, some sacrifice of French interests and inde-
pendence. The Guises asked for and expected Span-
ish doubloons, but Philip would send them Spanish
veterans. Besides, who could believe that the Duke